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What is unconscious will either be repressed or projected
James Hollis – The Eden Project
Last, but by no means least, in this series on the transits of 2012, is a discussion of the impact –
individually and collectively – of the planet Pluto in the sign of Capricorn, where it is currently
located. In this edition, I am going to look at Pluto’s characteristics as a planet and a
mythological god. I will then outline the themes of Pluto in some of the preceding signs as it
affects you in your natal chart. In the next edition, I will discuss the impact of Pluto in Capricorn
collectively, particularly on the financial structures. I will also look at this transit in the context
of the overall transits of 2010 and 2012.
Understanding Pluto – also known as Hades, the god of the underworld
Despite astronomers demoting Pluto from being a planet, it still remains one of the most
powerful astrological forces in our birth chart and in the collective. Together with the other
transpersonal planets, Uranus and Neptune, Pluto’s task is to assist us as humans on our
evolutionary journey of transformation. Each planet has its own manner of doing so. Plutonian
energy is a raw and primitive force, which cuts out all that is inauthentic or unnecessary. In our
birth chart, it can be our greatest strength if we understand and respect what it requires of us.
Mythology is a useful tool in assisting us to understand the nature of these deep archetypal
forces, which we often struggle to access on a conscious level. Hades, who rules Pluto, was the
god of the underworld – that which is below visible earth or psychologically, which lies in our
unconscious. It is important to keep in mind that our unconscious holds our creative energy as
well as our shadow side. It is in the deepest caves that gold and diamonds are found. Hence,
Pluto, in our natal chart by sign and position, describes the area of life where we need to do some
digging to discover our hidden treasures, as well as our fears and complexes.
On the Islands of Hawai’i, Pluto is represented by Pele, the goddess of volcanoes. Like Hades,
she symbolizes endings, transformation and regeneration. Last summer when I was back on the

Big Island teaching astrology, I went to watch Kilauea as she spouted lava into the ocean and the
sky. We all stood in awe, spontaneously clapping at this magnificent sight, aware that we were in
the presence of a natural, primitive, unstoppable force, which was at once beautiful, yet deadly if
we went too close.
As Pluto moves in the sky through the signs of the horoscope, his task is to bring to light and
eliminate that which is inauthentic, outworn and outdated in each of the signs; to make room for
something new and authentic to be reborn. Like a finely honed scalpel, Pluto removes that which
we no longer need. Because of its elliptic orbit in the sky, Pluto remains a different length of
time in each sign, initially going back and forth from the previous sign to the new one, before it
settles for a lengthy period of time in its new home. I have listed below the dates when Pluto was
in different signs with an outline of some of the issues that were brought to light and transformed
for individuals and the collective during these times.
Collectively, for the purpose of transformation, Pluto brought the following issues to light. If you
were born during this time, your task is to explore, challenge, understand and transform the
following:

Cancer
26 May 1914 – Oct 7 1937
Nov 25 1937 – Aug 3 1938
Feb 7 1939 – June 14 1939
World War 1.
The role of women, “the family” and outworn traditions.
Issues concerning “family” and nurturing.

Leo
Oct 7 1937 – Nov 25 1937
Aug 3 1938 – Feb 7 1939
June 14 1939 – Oct 20 1956
Jan 15 1957 – Aug 19 1957
April 11 1958 – June 10 1958

Public knowledge of the Holocaust and other deeds perpetrated by dictators and the wider
collective during and post World War 2.
The use and misuse of individual power.
The use of individual power for yourself and the collective around you.

Virgo
Oct 20 1956 – Jan 15 1957
Aug 19 1957 – April 11 1958
June 10 1958 – Oct 5 1971
April 17 1972 – July 30 1972
Information about the destruction of the ozone layer first came to public attention, as well as a
disillusion with medical science and a growth in “holistic therapies”.
The issue of our destructive impact on the planet due to a disconnection between
mind/body/heart/soul.
How all the parts are interconnected and how to work towards using resources efficiently to heal
rather than destroy.

Libra
Oct 5 1971 – April 17 1972
July 30 1972 – Nov 5 1983
May 18 1984 – Aug 28 1984
Increased awareness of marital breakdowns. HIV and AIDS came to light and was used initially
as a Homophobic tool.
Relationships, fairness, equality and inequality, justice and prejudice.
Finding balance within and outside of self. Real justice based on fairness and equality.
Relationships based on equality.

Scorpio
Nov 5 1983 – May 18 1984

Aug 28 1984 – Jan 17 1995
April 21 1995 – Nov 10 1995
The extent of sexual abuse of children, by family members in particular, became public
knowledge.
The use and abuse of power and the betrayal of trust. The misuse of sexual behaviour.
The creative and constructive use of your primal survival instincts.

Sagittarius
Jan 17 1995 – April 21 1995
Nov 10 1995 – Jan 26 2008
June 14 2008 – Nov 27 2008
Collective financial expansion involving technological advances and cheap travel. Polarisation
in the name of religion and philosophy.
The authenticity of religious beliefs and institutions, which we created as a collective. The
purpose and consequences of technological advances.
Your beliefs and philosophy as well as your personal freedom.
On an individual level, the sign Pluto was in when you were born, describes issues which feel of
the utmost importance to your survival and which you can potentially use to create
transformation in the world. They are also issues which are likely to involve power struggles.
Like Persephone, you may feel pulled into the underworld through these themes, particularly
during your Pluto square Pluto transit at Mid-life (I will write about midlife transits in more
detail in a later issue).
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